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Using your Spectroscope

· Indoor and outdoor lights are made of several different light sources. Look around as you travel through the city – gas stations, signs, street lamps, light bulbs in your home. They might be made from neon gas, sodium vapor, mercury vapor or good old fashioned incandescent (with a glowing wire). How does the light source affect the spectra you see? Find and look at several different light sources, both indoor and outdoor. Describe the spectra you see from each.
Light Source                                                Description of Spectra
· You may be able to use your spectroscope to observe the dark lines in the solar spectrum. BE CAREFUL! Do not look directly at the sun! Look at clouds or the sky in an area opposite the sun. There are faint dark lines visible in the sun’s spectrum. The dark lines in the solar spectrum result from the absorption of some of the sun's visible light by the gases of the earth's atmosphere. Describe what you can see.
