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Toxicology Student Questions

1. Does cocaine have any medicinal value?

2. This is not a large dose of cocaine. Would you have expected the patient to die from this dosage?

3. The relatively small amount of cocaine metabolites found in the bloodstream indicates that this was either a first time use of cocaine or at least the first use of cocaine in several weeks. Can you tell in other ways if the deceased was a regular user or a one-time user? Can family be trusted to give accurate information about a loved one’s drug use? 

4. Identify the significance of EACH drug foujnd in the toxicology report, i.e., where did they come from? Can all substances found in the toxicology report be accounted for by the known patient history?

5. Were the cocaine metabolites of any concern? Did they have any effect on the patient? 

6. Did ethanol contribute to this death? Is so, in what way?

7. Did this individual have an increased sensitivity to cocaine toxicity? In other words, would he have reacted more strongly than anticipated to cocaine? If so, why?

8. Write a short narrative describing this person’s actions and why you think he died.

9. Concentrations of drugs in the urine are not meaningful for interpreting doses taken or toxicity but are meaningful for determining exposure. Why?

10. Why did Dopamine and the various blood pressure drugs administered in ICU not show up on the toxicology screen? 
