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Question:  What is fingerspelling?
Answer:  Fingerspelling is the process of spelling out words by using signs that correspond to the letters of the word.  An ASL user would use the American Fingerspelled Alphabet, (also called the American Manual Alphabet). There are many different manual alphabets throughout the world. 
The American Fingerspelled Alphabet consists of 22 handshapes that--when held in certain positions and/or are produced with certain movements-- represent the 26 letters of the American alphabet. 



Question:  When should you use fingerspelling?
Answer:  There are lots of times when fingerspelling is used. The most common uses are for naming people, places, movies, books, and brands. Or maybe there is a sign, but it is just as fast or faster to fingerspell the word.  For example:  C-A-R.



NOTES:

- Two of the fingerspelled letters trace their shape in the air:  "Z" and "J."

-  Hold your hand pointing forward at a comfortable angle. Trying to force your palm to directly face the person you are signing to is uncomfortable for your wrist.  But, you also don't want to be "spelling to yourself" either.  So just hold your hand up with the palm facing mostly forward and somewhat to the side and then don't worry about it.

-  "G" and "Q" use the same handshape.  The "G" is horizontal.  The "Q" is palm down.

-  "K" and "P" use the same handshape.  The "P" is palm down. The K is palm forward.

-  "I" and "J" use the same handshape.  The "J" traces a "J" in the air.

-  "H" and "U" use the same handshape.  The "H" is horizontal. The "U" is vertical. 

-  When I do "X" I generally do NOT tuck my thumb in. (As shown in some "pictures" of the alphabet in some books.)  I do have an example of when it is tucked in though.  There is a computer term "MMX."  If I were spelling the abbreviation "MMX" then I'd just leave the thumb in place (after doing the "M's" and it would end up "tucked in."  In general though the pad of your thumb touches the fore-knuckle of the your hand while doing an "X."  

