Finding Your Structure’s Plate

Using My World GIS, you will create images to insert into a word document later that contains the following things:

1. Use My World GIS to find the tectonic plate your structure is sitting on. Identify the entire plate and include an image of it in your document. 

2. Use available data to determine how your plate is interacting with other plates. Where is it rifting from another plate? Where is it subducting? Where is transforming taking place? Where is it buckling with another plate? On your map, indicate what kind of behavior that is happening at each your plate’s boundaries. Use the vertical profile tool to get a look at what is happening at/in/under the surface.
3. Use the behaviors listed above to determine the direction your plate is generally moving in.

4. Plate Pictures – pictures from My World GIS database illustrating the above points:


i.
include a picture of the whole plate


ii.
include pictures of each boundary (or each side of the plate)


iii.
include pictures at the boundaries that show the changes in elevation

(Hint: on a mac, to take a screen capture hold down ( -(- 4 (apple-shift-4). Then select the part of the screen you want to capture. An image named Picture 1 will then appear on the desktop.)
Word Document

In the Word document make sure to include:


1. Written description of the plate

i.
Where is the plate located on the earth?

ii.
What does the plate carry in terms of land and water?

iii.
How does the plate interact with its neighboring plates?

iv.
What is the overall direction the plate is moving in?
Connections – Make sure to demonstrate, through your written descriptions, that you fully understand what the pictures are illustrating.

When you are finished upload your document to moodle. Include your last name and first initial in the file name.

My World GIS helpful hints:

This program will run slowly if any other program is open, so make sure to quit any other applications that are open (i.e. Safari, Word, etc). If you find this to be the case my recommendation would be to make notes on a sheet of paper, take any pictures you need, then close My World GIS before using Word. Some computers have had no problems running both programs simultaneously, while some have had significant problems. SAVE OFTEN!!!
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 The hand allows you to move the map on the screen. Then magnifying glasses let you zoom in and out respectively. 

Click this tool to get a vertical profile of a section of land. When you click the tool it will bring up a dialog box, click OK. Click on once the map to begin a line, drag it across the section of land in question, then double click to finish the line. A graph should pop up. 

 This tool allows you to center the map on a location that you click.

